


FOREWORD

The hymn “We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations” came to mind when we started working on 
this project to put into pictures the origins of Methodism in England, the Methodist movement 
in Singapore, as well as the humble beginnings of Christ Methodist Church (CMC).

Our purpose is threefold: To remember our history; to honour God’s amazing love and 
faithfulness throughout the generations; and to spur those who have chosen to be part of 
CMC to be “Passionate for God, Loving the Community”. Beginning with the story of John 
Wesley till the establishment of CMC 91 years ago, the graphic novel that you hold in your 
hand weaves together a tapestry of faith journeys across generations. Each stitch of the 
tapestry was made with resilience, faithfulness and obedience. It reminds us that God’s 
people have never shied away from tough times because we know that He journeys with us 
and He is always present for us.

The birth of Christ Jesus is the reason for our existence. Christmas is more than a holiday or 
a festive season; it is a holy day celebrated in gratitude of God’s love for the world. God has 
given us a message of hope and offered us grace and salvation through His son, Jesus, who 
came as the Light of the world to seek the least, the last and the lost.

As a congregation, let us remember our First Love and our calling as the Church of Christ 
Jesus. Let us hear what the Spirit of God is saying to us today.

To God be all glory.

Rev Dr Edwin Wong

Pastor-in-Charge
Christ Methodist Church



1



And saw thousands of 
starfish washed up on 
the sand with no way  
of returning to the sea.

The boy was told that there 
were hundreds of starfish 
that ran the entire length  
of the beach.

And threw it back 
into the sea.
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Was it bigotry? Anger or jealousy?  
Nobody really knew who did it or why 
the house was set on fire.
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Yet, just as the chaff is burned up in  
this unquenchable fire, so hope remains.

And God sometimes plants His  
seeds so that it will lead to great  
growth and a bountiful harvest.

This boy
is truly a brand 
plucked from the 

burning. I do intend to be
especially careful with
the soul of this child.
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Mankind was originally created in the image and likeness  
of God, but chose to rebel against Him. Sin thus entered 
mankind and the world. 

And so, like a mirror that is  
cracked, we now reflect back 
a distorted and ugly image.

We cannot break free 
from this sinfulness  
on our own accord.

But God so loved the world that 
He sent His Son Jesus Christ to 
bear the punishment for our sins 
and free us from sin’s bondage 
by dying on the cross so that we 
may be reconciled with Him. Yet Death has lost its 

sting for it could not 
forbid Christ from rising 
and living again.
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Despite all that he had learned  
and done, Wesley could not  
escape the feeling that something 
was wrong with him.

.
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Instead the sight that greeted him  
was one of calm and peace. 

There is no need 
for me to comfort 
them at all! On the 
contrary, how can 
it be that I fear 
for my life? Is  

God not with me?
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For far too long, Wesley was preoccupied 
with service for the Lord, thinking that his 
salvation lay in the good works he did.
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Thank you, Lord… Thank you,  
Jesus, Thank you for taking  

away My Sin, even Mine…
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He still strove to help the  
poor and to do the work of  
the Kingdom, but for the  
very first time, it was not  
the means to salvation. 

Something in Wesley changed 
that night... he was now 
different, charged, almost 
feverish with a sense of purpose
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The price Wesley paid was
very high. His own brother 
opposed him while his 
sister joined in the chorus 
of shame. Yet even though 
he became increasingly 
ostracised, Wesley continued 
to do God’s work. 

a target of scorn. 

We are sorry 
Reverend 

Wesley, but you 
are not welcome 
to preach in this 

church

I think he must  
be a man of God; 

God is surely 
by his side if so 
many cannot 
stop one man.
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Wesley preached unceasingly, often travelling 
on horseback to preach to anyone, anywhere. 
He was reputed to have travelled 4,000 miles 
per year for forty years and he had preached 
40,000 sermons by the time he died.

Thus, was born the  
Methodist Movement, 
which became the seed  
of the Methodist Church. 

Wesley’s theological thoughts  
remain relevant even until today.
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Charles Phillips 
played a key 
role.

Phillips burned with 
a Wesleyan desire to 
spread the gospel as 
widely as possible.

... it was Phillips who wrote to 
Bishop James Thoburn about  
the possibility of sharing the 
Good News with the people.
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Who may you be?  
How do you happen to  
be here, and how do  

you know us?

Ironic that it took one of  
the Men of War to usher  
in the Prince of Peace...
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Bishop William
Fitzjames Oldham

ACS



Who is THIS 
dr sung? Should
we go see what 

he’s like?

The next major milestone in the history  
of The Methodist Church in Singapore 
happened with the arrival of the man 
nicknamed the  “Wesley of China”.
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Yes, this is
the church in 
telok ayer…
let’s go in!
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From 1935 to 1939, 
there was a revival 
movement in Singapore.
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The Methodist Church
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Just as Bishop William Oldham described Singapore 
as “the meeting place of the nations” when he first 
arrived in 1885, so did Billy Graham prophesy that 
Singapore would be “the Antioch of Asia”, sharing the 
Gospel both within and outside of our boundaries.
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The origin story of Christ Methodist Church
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As members heard the good 
news and returned to Geylang, 
congregational life resumed 
normalcy...
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In 1976, the Christ Methodist 
Church Kindergarten was set  
up to provide pre-school education 
for the young children in  
the area.
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As the nation progressed 
and became more 
prosperous, the East became 
the housing destination of 
choice for the affluent.

Geylang
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This started in 2004 when CMC proclaimed its 
mission of Intentional Discipleship, to commit 
to being intentional disciples of Christ...

who love Christ, share His love and make 
disciples of all the nations by the power 
of the Holy Spirit...

so that we will be a people 
who are Passionate for God, 
Loving the Community.

The colours and the logo that you 
find so familiar today were also 
adopted during this time.
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It is the hope and prayer that all who come 
into contact with the church will personally 
experience the saving grace of Christ and 
accept Him as their personal Saviour.
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