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Beyond Opinion

As an avid Ravi Zacharias and RZIM 
reader and supporter I was really 
looking forward to digging my teeth into 
this one. As with most Apologetics 
writings, the subject matter is right on 
for what the world is facing today. For 
the most part the different authors do a 
good job of not getting "too deep" so 
the average reader can understand and 
apply what they are learning. The 
highlight chapter for me was the one on 
the challenges from Youth culture. If 
you are interested in engaging the 
current intellectual culture then pick this 
one up and you will not be 
disappointed. You will not become an 
expert but you will certainly have 
enough information to feel informed and 
prepared.



"We spend mearly half of our walking hours 
'at work,' yet surprisingly for many of us the 
relationship between our dialy work and our 
faith is a topic often left woefully unaddressed 
by the church. Is work to be solely a means to 
and end—an avenue for providing an 
income? Is work meant to be our mission 
field—our opportunity to meet and share 
Christ with non-Christian co-workers? Or are 
we to find meaning and fulfillment in the work 
itself?" -from the introduction

Work through these questions in your small 
group in this guided 8-week session. Discover 
new dimensions of your work life and find a 
challenge that you might not have expected.



Courageous Leadership
• Many younger and older pastors alike 

have stood in awe at the way God has 
used Bill Hybels at the Willow Creek 
Community Church outside of Chicago. 
Willow is currently the largest church in 
North America. Hybels is a dynamic 
speaker and author, in addition to being 
an extremely successful pastor. Now, he 
has gathered his leadership thoughts 
together in this volume, which is sure to 
be a great help to all Christian leaders. 
Throughout this book, Hybels
emphasizes the importance of 
possessing a Divine vision for God's 
people, then pursuing that vision 
relentlessly and casting it consistently. 
The author offers various thoughts and 
insights into what makes a great leader. 
Many of these lessons he has learned 
through his own "school of hard knocks" 
at Willow. I recommend this book very 
highly to all pastors, regardless of church 
size or denomination. I always enjoy 
Hybels' writings, and this volume is 
undoubtedly one of his best. Don't pass 
on this one!



The Grand Weaver
• Sometimes life may seem to be a disjointed 

collection of unrelated events. But in The Grand 
Weaver: How God Shapes Us Through the 
Events of Our Lives, Ravi Zacharias shows how 
God is interested and active in every part of a 
believer’s life, and even the tiniest detail is 
important to Him. Zacharias explains that it is 
often difficult to discern God’s presence in trying 
times, but even those periods are woven into the 
intricate design He is creating in each Christian’s 
life. The end result will be a beautiful, one-of-a-
kind tapestry specially created by the Master 
designer. Zacharias maintains that theme as he 
demonstrates that God is concerned about such 
things as His followers’ jobs, disappointments, 
worship, morality, and destinies. They are all tied 
together in the grand design, and every thread 
adds to the overall splendor. Zacharias craftily 
reinforces his thoughts with interesting personal 
stories and biblical examples. His style moves 
the reader along effortlessly as he sufficiently 
covers each topic without belaboring his points or 
sounding preachy. 



A very good read with some good meat 
in it. Ravi is a very well studied person 
with the heartfelt and sincere 
Apologetic that is needed in defending 
the Christian faith. If you take this book 
to read as a start in Apologetics it may 
not be what you are looking for. 
However, it all boils down to what is 
true and what is not. This book I feel is 
centered more on Christian philosophy 
versus post-modern Apologetics that 
we need to reach those that cling to 
relativism . All in all a very good book 
that will get you thinking and give you 
some views on Islam and Hinduism 
and Buddhism. It should be in you 
collection for pre-evangelistic 
reference.



His Brain, Her Brain
• Walt & Barb Larimore have done couples 

and those who counsel them an invaluable 
tool that is without precedent. Rarely is any 
new book profound in its scope and impact. 
This one more than qualifies. Beginning 
from the physiology of both the male and 
female brain, they compare and contrast 
both and move to everyday examples of 
how this affects differences in mood, 
communication, information processing, 
conflict approach and resolution and 
emotional expression. Abundantly 
researched and saturated with down-to-
earth illustrations, this is a fresh, new, rock-
solid resource. This is a publication that is 
in the rarefied air of 6 star category. The 
more personalized examples of such 
differences between the authors 
themselves is worth the price of the book. 
God, indeed, "made them male and 
female." 



Disconnected

• I wish I had been given this book 4 
years ago, when my oldest 
daughter was entering the teenage 
years! Chap Clark knows teens & 
their parents. All of his books are 
excellent, yet I would most highly 
recommend this one for parents of 
teens who want to know how to 
connect with their son or daughter 
in this most challenging period of 
growing up. Much more than just 
tips and techniques, this book has 
helped me and many of my friends 
understand more about where my 
teenage daughter is coming from, & 
how to enter her world and love her 
well exactly where she is. 
Thank you, Chap Clark!! 



In this book, Pastor Benny gives a 
balanced and biblical view of money 
to steer the Church away from a 
scarcity mentality towards one of 
abundance. Insightful yet practical, 
Managing Money God ‘s way 
examines the age-old concept of 
stewardship; celebrates the delight of 
giving; grapples with the monster of 
greed; and recalls the discipline of 
simplicity. It also expounds on the 
blessing of tithing and enlightens on 
the ills of gambling. As you rejoice 
over your wonderful inheritance in 
Christ and enter into abundance, 
there is a challenge for you – be a 
blessing!



Faith and Doubt
• I've read many of John's books. My first 

experience was a tape of the message "It 
all goes back in the box". I listened and 
was convicted by his words. 

Finding John, for me, was like finding a 
great mystery writer. I am not always able 
to determine how the puzzle will be solved 
until the end. But the gems of wisdom, the 
humor and the personal anecdotes keep 
me spellbound until the last page. 

In this book he describes degrees of doubt, 
both the helpful and the destructive kind. 
He talks about faith and how it always 
applies only to the unseen. 

I guess the most telling thing for me is that 
after 60 years someone has helped me 
realize that my doubts are not a 
condemnation to hell, but a starting point to 
find my faith 



Is Your Church Ready?

The title of this books poses a 
crucial question. Church leaders are 
compelled to come up with an 
answer of some kind. How do you 
defend the faith to a generation that 
hears with its eyes and thinks with 
its emotions? Any ideas? By 
adapting classical apologetics to 
meet today's challenges. John 
Guest, Judy Salisbury, Ravi 
Zacharias, and others use personal 
examples to help you address 
objections to Christianity, equip 
teens to remain faithful to Christ, 
reach foreign-born residents, and 
more 



Issues of Law and Justice in Singapore

• This book is an attempt at putting together in one 
accessible volume what some Singapore 
Christians think about matters of law and justice 
in their own country. It is the first volume in the 
CSCA Christianity in Southeast Asia Series. The 
writers share the same concern about Christians 
being the light and salt in the world. Christians 
can make meaningful contribution to public 
discussion on matters which affect the common 
good. Justice properly understood is justice for 
all even if it is informed by the Christian faith. 
That is why Christians who love God and their 
neighbours are interested in issues of law and 
justice. 

• While the book is primarily written for Christians, 
it may be of interest to the wider readership. 
Readers will be able to identify some common 
interests, and gain further understanding of how 
thoughtful Christians have sought to contribute to 
developing a wholesome social vision, "based on 
justice and equality", for a multi-racial, multi-
religious society. 



The Jesus You Can’t Ignore
• If you read all of the Bible, chapter by chapter, it becomes very 

clear that Jesus is not the ever gentle, tolerant "He loves you 
just the way you are" Jesus so often taught by pastors who 
pick and chose through Scripture to fit their sermons, and as 
so often is depicted in art. He is a dispenser of tough love 
when needed, and a scathing critic of hypocrisy and religion 
used for self-glorification, as most Pharisees did in His time, 
and as we can find within our own churches today. Yes, He is 
ALL love, tender and merciful to the broken, repentant sinner, 
and loves us in spite of our failings, but will tell us shape up in 
no uncertain terms, if we are willing to listen. 

Author John MacArthur has written a timely book with "The 
Jesus You Can't Ignore," with so many denominations seeming 
to be scattered in their direction, and many of them with a 
weak message to their flock. We need the bold Jesus, to guide 
us and teach us. As MacArthur writes, "Nothing is more 
thoroughly evil than false religion, and the more false teachers
try to cloak themselves in the robes of biblical truth, the more
truly Satanic they are." 

Chapter 6, "Hard Preaching," surmises how Jesus would be 
received today, were He preaching in a stadium of "typical 
twenty-first century evangelicals," and is right on target, and 
every chapter contains nuggets of truth well worth highlighting 
and remembering. On page 191, MacArthur writes, "The tenor 
of His words reminds us that spiritual warfare is just that: a 
battle. It is a fierce conflict against spiritual lies, damnable
erroneous doctrine, and destructive false religion."



The monkey and the fish
• This isn't your average leadership book written for the tired 

executive. This book is written for the searching Christian 
leader who desperately wants to know what God is up to and 
how to help the church be the church today. 

You might have noticed that culturally, we tend to be 30 to 50 
years behind everybody else. We can't afford to do that. We 
need to do the unexpected - the God thing - and be third-
culture. 

To be first culture is to embrace one culture. To be second 
culture is to embrace the other. To be third culture is to not 
embrace either/or, but to embrace both/and. In former years, 
our Christian kids had to embrace one culture at home, and 
then either accept or reject the culture at school - accepting the 
culture at school meant leading two lives. There is another 
way. The third culture way. Living a life that is Christlike and 
culturally significant at the same time. 

(There is another new book that is also part of this discussion,
called The Fine Line by Kary Oberbrunner. These two books 
together would make an interesting discussion.) 

Living third culturally means living in the points of transition. 
William Bridges says that transitions have three parts - the 
second part is the nebula, the part that feels like a ship at sea, 
at night, in a fog, without instruments. It is in this nebula that 
we define who we are. It is in this nebula that God meets 
people. Nebulae are painful places to be. Only the called and 
the brave will go there willingly. 



Pastoring Men

• “Much has been made about the ‘men 
problem.’ You can hear about it on 
Oprah. You can read about it in Time. 
Everyone is concerned about it. Many 
address the consequences of it, yet 
very few people are doing anything 
that will change the root of it.”

• No man fails on purpose, yet our 
society is wrought with the results. 
And our well-intentioned solutions 
often don’t deal with the root issue. So 
what solution does Pastoring Men
offer? Disciple men. The purpose of 
Pastoring Men is to equip you to 
effectively reach all of your men. Men 
are hard to reach. But be assured—if 
you do, they will change the world.



Pray big for Your Child
• Will Davis Jr, author of PRAY BIG and PRAY BIG FOR YOUR MARRIAGE, has now composed 

a prayer instructional guide for parents wanting to step up their prayer lives in terms of both 
quality and effectiveness. His text is chock-full of interesting anecdotes from his own life and 
family whereby readers can "see" how real life and real prayer collide in beautiful ways. 

Davis opens his work with a stirring true story of a young girl whose panic over school 
attendance was destroying her and her family. Despite the fact that this Christian family "did all 
the right things," their child continued to be plagued by irrational fears and was incapacitated. 
They tried everything they could think of as parents --- changing schools, medication, the works -
-- but still their daughter suffered mightily. It was only after watching her battle to walk through 
the doors of her school on one particular morning that her mother heard God impress a life-
altering message upon this woman's heart. Begging God to help the girl "make it" through the 
day, she sensed Him asking her, "Is this all you want for your daughter?" At this pivotal moment, 
the mother learned to pray in a completely new (and biblical) way. Immediately she began asking 
the Lord to bless, favor and strengthen the child --- and God answered. 

Davis next lays the foundation of pinpoint praying, and moms and dads will recognize that all too 
often their prayers are neither effective nor emboldened and don't even please the Lord, for He 
wants them to come boldly before Him and they expect Him to do great things. Sadly, parents 
offer broad prayers that lack real courage and passion. Or their cries are too vague, meaning 
they're fuzzy and have no real meaning; they don't ask anything tangible of God. Finally, another 
example of a weak prayer is one that is far too safe. These milquetoast entreaties simply require 
no faith and are risk-free because they don't require God to act. 

According to Davis, the remedy is for parents to pray biblically, so they are praying God's Word 
back to Him. They also must learn to pray specifically, which means that pinpoint prayers know 
what they want to accomplish. They are short, direct and to the point. The types of prayer that 
please the Father are bold, they "walk right up to God's throne and plead for his best, for his 
kingdom, and for his favor in our lives and the lives of our children." 

Once parents understand how God desires for them to pray, Davis supplies generous resources 
on how to pray throughout the day for your child --- how to pray for their spiritual maturity; how to 
pray for boys to become Godly men; how to pray for girls to become Godly women; how to pray 
for their children's mission in this world; how to intercede for your child's role models; recognizing 
the most critical moment in parenting; and praying for children's spiritual inheritance. As if this 
wasn't enough, Davis closes his excellent text with an appendix full of a month's supply of 
pinpoint prayers. 

Davis's passionate burden for parents to truly understand how essential it is to develop a regular, 
consistent and systematic prayer life for their children reads through on every page. Readers will 
find themselves not merely observant, casual bystanders, but they will soon catch Davis's 
enthusiastic vision and want to learn more about what God has to say on this divine 
communication/intercession program. 



The Prodigal God
• Keller employs a smooth and simple writing 

style in discussing difficult issues that have 
apologetic and evangelistic application as he 
lifts your heart towards Heaven. This innovative 
book helps augment the fashionable notion that 
Keller may be this generation's C.S. Lewis. I 
disagree with that assessment forasmuch as 
Lewis broke new ground on various apologetic 
issues that reached the popular culture 
(additionally who would want to be labeled the 
next Babe Ruth or Elvis?). Keller is a gifted 
communicator and he utilizes his writing gift to 
weave a lovely storyline utilizing the Parable of 
the Prodigal Son. This gives the reader a 
wonderful intellectual and emotional experience 
as the author applies the timeless truths of this 
redemptive parable on one's life. The reader 
learns the meaning of love, acceptance, and 
repentance. I recommend this book for 
believers who desire a lift and it makes a 
fantastic gift to help carry the non-Christian to 
the truth and love of Jesus Christ 



Seven Keys to Jewish Life

• This DVD was very interesting and 
informative for non-Jewish viewers 
like me. For many years I have been 
interested in the Jewish religion and 
way of life and this was a good way 
to get my feet wet. I've watched it 
several times now, which has 
sparked my curiosity to find out 
more. As I've stated, this is a good 
start - but there is much more that 
could have been done unlock the 
secrets of Jewish faith & life.



The Nature of Holiness

• The reader will gain new insight into 
Wesley's understanding of scriptural 
holiness and will be challenged to 
experience the fullness of life in the 
Holy Spirit. -- Reviewer

This is a book of encouragement that 
assures the reader... -- reader

Wesley's sermons invite me...From the 
heart, it changes the mind and the life. 
-- reader



Unleashing the Power of rubber bands
• The thesis of the book is that leading tends not to be linear; it 

tends to be exponential. The more you pull the rubber band the 
greater resistance. (I found the analogy particularly interesting 
since I have recently added using Therabands to my workout 
schedule. They are very lightweight, portable and can be used 
almost anywhere. I probably wouldn't need weights in my office if I 
had learned to use bands when I first starting working out.) 

One of the quotes from the book that I liked was, "Great leaders
know the value of doing the right things and that includes valuing 
the contribution of all of the players". I think one area where I 
have not done as well is telling people I appreciate their 
contribution. Fortunately I am a life-long learner so I can always 
change. For me it might even tie in with my own celebration. I 
tend not to celebrate my own wins as much as I could. 

Another quote was, "Much of the frustration that leaders face 
comes from trying to solve what needs to be managed and trying 
to manage what needs to be solved. Being able to distinguish 
which areas need clarity and which areas will be ongoing tensions 
is a necessary skill." That paragraph was a real truism for me. So 
many of the things that we are involved in are not solved, they are 
simply somewhere along a continuum. 

I found the book to be interesting, challenging, and thought 
provoking and would recommend it as a good read. 



The Volunteer Revolution

• "…As in most of his other books, this 
new volume from Hybels take a 
decidedly practical approach as he 
explains and promotes a substantive 
Christian concept. He understands the 
church to be a community of people 
with a variety of abilities and attributes 
who are called to serve. Certainly the 
church has an important 'service' 
mandate to fulfill. This small book 
communicates the essential message 
clearly and compellingly." — Christian 
Week



What’s Happening to my Teen?

• Teenage rebellion leaves every parent 
baffled. "What's Happening to My 
Teen?" investigates teenage rebellion 
for Christian parents. Covering 
everything from sudden personality 
shifts to raging arguments to outright 
criminal behavior, "What's Happening 
to My Teen?" is a fine piece of 
counseling for the Christian parent who 
doesn't know what to do about their 
rebellious teenage son or daughter. 



The Monkey and the Fish decodes 
profound shifts and events taking 
place in the world today due to 
globalism, multiculturalism and 
technology, and introduces an 
original approach to ministry, 
church, and leadership known as 
The Third Culture. 
The book title refers to an Eastern 
parable that will challenge you to 
reexamine fundamental 
assumptions of the evangelical 
movement, including erroneous 
interpretations that have made the 
church increasingly irrelevant in 
North America and the global 
village. 



In order for God's kingdom to grow in 
the 21st century according to His will, 
churches must be transformed. If the 
church remains static, it will not be 
completely functional and it will not 
be salt and light to this world. God's 
servants play an essential role in the 
transformation of the church and they 
are the only ones that can make it 
happen.


